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also must be seated M. Van Lynden, the governor of
the children of the Stadtholder, etc., etc. To my eternal
objection, <( How will yon support those measures which
shall be taken under the pledge of your aid ?J> he con-
tinually replied: <( Should the Stadtholder counteract these
arrangements, we will abandon him." <( But how far ?J> I re-
plied. <( And, if but amicably, how will he be injured,
should he be thus abandoned ?}) In a word, I continued
with a kind of mysterious obstinacy, to maintain that the
Stadtholder would never be brought to reason, unless it
should be declared to him that the King of Prussia
would forsake his party, though his consort might be
secretly informed such was not the real intent.

4. It appeared to me that the Duke was ruminating
on some grand project for the reconstruction of the Ger-
manic edifice, for this able Prince perceives the antique,
ruinous building must be propped in order to be pre-
served, and even in many parts repaired. The sole wish
which he clearly testified was the separation of the Elec-
torate of Hanover from the English Monarchy, and the
secularization of certain provinces, which might one day
form an equivalent for Saxony, He supposes the first
point might be gained, and even without any great dif-
ficulty, should our politics become Anglicized, and that
the second might be accomplished, though contrary to
the confederation of the Princes, because, at the death
of the Elector of Mayence, there will be an opportunity
of retouching the league, as well as a natural and proper
occasion of coming to an explanation with the ecclesias-
tical Princes, who, more interested than any others in the
liberties of Germany, are always the first to tergiversate,
etc., etc. Hence, we at least may learn that, however
attached he may appear to be to the confederation, .means
may be found of inducing him to listen to reason con-
cerning modifications.

The instructions which are necessary for me, at pres-
ent, are:

i. Whether we ought, on this occasion, to bring him
on the stage, which would be the real means of driving
him from it; and I certainly do not think the latter to
be our interest, for he is more prudent, more able, andch the Stad-
